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(9 A)  ROTORCRAFT operations at Airports without an operating control tower. 
 
(1) In the case of  a helicopter approaching  to land, the pilot must avoid the flow of fixed-wing  
aircraft and land on a marked helipad or suitable clear area. Pilots should be aware that at some  
airports, the only suitable landing area is the runway.  
  
(2). All pilots should be aware that rotorcraft may fly slower and approach at steeper angles  
 than airplanes. Air taxi is the preferred method for helicopter ground movements which enables  
the pilot to proceed at an optimum airspeed, minimize downwash effect, and conserve fuel. 
However, flight over aircraft, vehicles, and personnel should be avoided.  
 
(3) In the case of a gyrocopter approaching to land, the pilot should avoid the flow of fixed-wing 
aircraft until turning final for the active runway.  
 
 (4) A helicopter operating in the traffic pattern may fly a pattern similar to the airplane pattern  
at a lower altitude (500 AGL) and closer to the airport. This pattern may be on the opposite  
side of the runway with turns in the opposite direction if local policy permits.  
 
 (5) Both classes of rotorcraft can be expected to practice. power-off landing (autorotation) which  
will involve -a very steep angle of approach and high rate of descent (1,500-2,000 feet/minute).  


